This article starts by asking whether economic motivations can explain why so many youngsters with a migrant background choose to marry a relatively unknown partner from the same region as their parents came from, a region that is largely unknown to them, and conversely why so many young people in countries in the South are opting for an unknown partner living in a far away country. In answering these questions Turkish marriage migration to Belgium will be used as a case study, since it offers several helpful insights in understanding the dynamics of marriage migration. The main focus of this article is on the relevance of socioeconomic explanations in understanding this issue. Economic reasons obviously play a role, but it is clear that they alone do not fully explain this phenomenon. The case described shows that reasons for migration go beyond economic benefits, permitting the conclusion that the popularity of marriage migration can only be explained by taking multiple frames of reference into account. Given the poor prospects and poor labour market situations for Turkish migrants, economic motivation seems an insufficient explanation of the phenomenon. It is clear that the existence of a "culture of migration" that binds the region of origin with the region of destination, one in which "the family" as an institution is capable of bridging the traditional praxis and the challenges linked to international migration, is complementary to understanding the enduring popularity of marriage migration between Emirdağ and Flanders.
Germany, but also France, the Netherlands, Austria and Belgium, for several decades. We will demonstrate that the case of Turks in Belgium can offer us several interesting insights which are helpful in understanding the dynamics of marriage migration. In order to situate Belgium, we will first look at its relationship with contemporary international migration, and specifically Turkish migration and Turkish marriage migration. To evaluate the relevance of economic motivations in the context of marriage migration, we will further elaborate on the economic situation of the populations involved in Turkish migration, and especially Turkish marriage migration. For this we will rely on secondary data, but also on empirical data gathered in the context of some recently concluded studies. To conclude, we will point to some alternative explanatory perspectives, described in earlier publications, in order to grasp fully the dynamics of this phenomenon.
Belgium and its foreign population
Belgium is a highly developed welfare state with well-developed social security programmes.
The welfare system Belgium has adopted is an expensive one, providing broad coverage that might attract immigrants and consequently give rise to anti-immigrant sentiments. On the other hand, the system might need immigrants' labour power to keep it going in the future (United Nations Population Division 2001).
Belgium is a country of about ten million people and is home to many immigrants and asylum-seekers. More than 9.1% of Belgium's population is of foreign nationality. However, if one takes into account the total number of people who did not have Belgian nationality at birth, the population of foreign origin is much higher, reaching almost 13% of the Belgian population (Martiniello & Rea 2003) . Nonetheless immigration into Belgium was and still is mainly European, due to its strong attraction for many EU citizens, especially the French and the Dutch. Almost 69% of foreigners in Belgium are EU nationals. The largest non-EU migrant communities are the Moroccans and the Turks (see Statistics Belgium: www.statbel.fgov.be/).
Turkey became involved in labour migration after the Second World
War in response to a labour shortage in the Federal Republic of Germany. Germany and Turkey signed a bilateral agreement in October 1961 regulating the short-term emigration of Turkish workers. The economic situation in many other European countries was similar to the German one, and shortly afterwards Belgium too started importing foreign labour to fuel the post-Second World War economic boom, specifically to meet the demand for coal workers.
The Belgian government established several bilateral agreements to bring in foreign labour to compensate for the declining domestic work force. The agreement with Turkey was signed on 16 July 1964 (see e.g. www.socialsecurity.be).
The oil crisis of 1973 and the economic downturn of the 1970s led to a recession. The following year, 1974, Belgium and its neighbours established strict immigration legislation. It was difficult for the Turkish miners to adapt to the labour market after the mines closed down, for they were unable to speak Dutch or French. However, despite the fact that work opportunities ceased to exist and that there seemed to be no future prospects due to the new restrictive policy, immigration was not brought to a halt. The law of 1974 limited labour migration on the one hand while permitting immigrant family reunification and formation on the other (Bayar 1992).
In the mid-1980s, the Belgian government accepted the fact that what was planned as temporary migration seemed to have acquired a more permanent character, and it began to develop policies to encourage immigrants to settle in the country and to integrate into society. The law on entry, residence, settlement and the return of foreigners, which is still in force, was passed in December 1980.
The Nationality Code introduced the principle of jus soli in 1984, and this was revised again on 1 March 2000. Since then, any foreigner legally residing for at least seven years in Belgium who has a permanent residence permit can become Belgian by means of a simple declaration, without any verification of his or her "desire to integrate." Of all the naturalisations effected in 2007, 8% were for Turks to acquire Belgian nationality. The Turkish community remains the second largest community when it comes to asking for naturalisation, after Moroccan citizens (CGKR 2009: 93) .
Belgian immigration legislation is still largely defined by the migration stop of 1974, similar to measures that were taken all over Europe.
This implies that access to the country is restricted. There are four people of Turkish descent substantially exceeds 100,000. Between ality (CGKR 2008: 54) . And there is still an annual inflow of roughly 3,000 Turkish citizens a year. According to the data of the Belgian Statistical Service, 2,965 Turks entered the country in 2007.
Chain migration is one of the legal ways, mentioned above, of entering the country and obtaining a long-term residence permit.
Where chain migration is a matter of the reunion of (future) spouses, we refer to it as marriage migration. Contrary to expectations, the tendency within Turkish communities in Belgium to marry someone who grew up in the country of origin has remained steady (Lesthaeghe 1997). However, the pattern of Turkish chain migration into Belgium has gradually changed, and nowadays it is For this we rely on a dataset extracted from the National Register of Belgium. The dataset contains records of all married couples or couples living together in Belgium on 1 January 2004 in which one of the partners has at some time had Turkish nationality. The dataset consisted of 19,251 couples (Yalçin et al. 2006) . We see that among Belgian male residents who once had Turkish nationality, nearly three-quarters of the "in-between" generation and 60% of the second generation married a partner from Turkey. The percentage of women of Turkish origin marrying a partner from Turkey is even higher: nearly 80% of the women who arrived in Belgium between the ages of 7 and 18 years, the so-called "in-between" generation (in-between the first and second generations), against 60% in the second generation.
Within the Turkish community in Belgium, 60% of both men and women of the second generation are married to a partner who lived in Turkey until the marriage. In other words, 6 out 10 youngsters with a Turkish background who are raised in Belgium opt for a partner who lives in the country from which their parents or grandparents came (Timmerman et al. 2009 ).
A study from the 1990s (Reniers 1997) shows that Turkish migrants mainly originate from a cluster of central Anatolian provinces.
According to data on migrants from the State Institute of Statistics in Ankara, the three provinces that provided the most Turkish immigrants were Afyon, Eskisehir and Kayseri. Almost one-third of the Turkish immigrants in Belgium originate from Afyon, in particular Emirdağ (Reniers 1997) . This district consists of about 70 villages, of which the town of Emirdağ (approximately 20,000 inhabitants) is the administrative centre. This town is situated in a poor, arid area that is greatly affected by emigration (Timmerman 1999; 2000) .
Being the most important Turkish region of emigration for Belgium, the region of Emirdağ is an important location for understanding the dynamics of marriage migration. As can be expected, a lot of young people leave Emirdağ as marriage migrants heading for Western Europe. A dataset from the marriage register in Emirdağ, which gives data about the wedding, the birthplaces of the partners, their nationality, age, the age of marriage, the civil status of both partners before the wedding and the place of residence after the marriage, gives us more accurate information on this issue. For the period be- On the basis of the material mentioned above, it is clear that Turkish marriage migration remains popular. In order to understand the dynamics that might explain this phenomenon, it is relevant to consider the socioeconomic situation of those involved. as a household. According to this theory, a household in a migrantproviding country will decide to assist one of its members in their bid to emigrate in order to compensate for a shortage in various markets and for the risk related to agricultural activities. Furthermore, such a decision is dependent on the relative status of the household in the community. The decision is therefore based on relative rather than absolute deprivation (De Haas 2008: 40) .
On the basis of previous research conducted in Emirdağ, we know that people there feel that they are well informed about the economic differences between Emirdağ and the Turkish communities 
In Belgium
There is a lot of evidence that the socioeconomic situation of 
Those involved in marriage migration
It is evident that the overall economic situation of Turkish residents An analysis of the data showed that, for Flanders, "marriage migration" in general is more female (6/10) than male (4/10), although there are important regional differences. Southeast Asian and Eastern European migration is, at 97% and 81% respectively, predominantly female. Migration from the southern rim of the Mediterranean shows contrasting figures, however, and is slightly more male than female (53% versus 47%). All marriage migrants are young, with three-quarters being under 35 and 21% under 25. A small percentage (2%), virtually all of whom originate in Morocco or Turkey, are even younger than 20. There is a strong correlation (Cramer's V = 0.33; c 2 <0.0001) between age and gender in this group from the southern rim of the Mediterranean. All migrants under the age of 20 are female, and almost eight out of ten (79.1%) of the newcomers under the age of 25 are women. The male weighting can be found principally in the age groups between 30 and 44 (65%).
A focus on the data of the partners living in Belgium tells us that more than eight out of ten (83%) have Belgian nationality. We have to bear in mind that, as stated earlier, Turks very often opt for Belgian nationality, and in doing so, they disappear statistically.
An analysis of the nationality of those migrants coming from the southern rim of the Mediterranean shows that they either marry Belgians or other Europeans or else people from the same region of origin. In a further analysis, we based our examination of the labour market position of the partners living in Belgium on the region of origin of their newly arrived brides or grooms. Nevertheless, this
gives us a good idea of the socioeconomic situations of the Belgian
Turkish population who marry brides or grooms from Turkey.
One relevant observation that can be derived from the dataset is that in Belgium, one of every five people marrying a foreigner coming from abroad was unemployed at a time when the overall unemployment rate was less than one in ten. A focus on the cluster of people who "marry" somebody from the sub-region of the Mediterranean and the Arab world reveals an even more important deviation from the average: one in every three of the partners living in Belgium who marry into this group is unemployed. A large proportion of those who are employed have a low income.
The average monthly income for people who marry somebody from the area of the Mediterranean is remarkably low. Almost half of them (45%) have a monthly gross income of less than €1,250, compared to 29% for the overall group. Two out of three (66%) earn less than €1,500 a month before taxes. Only 8% of the employed have a gross income of more than €2,000 a month (compared to 33% of the overall group). The new migrants who are working earn even less than the partners living in Belgium: 54% have a gross income of less than €1,250 a month.
The data also shed new light on some of the myths that circulate about new migrants. One of these is that they come to Europe to enjoy the benefits of the social security system. In our sample, newcomers can hardly be found in the social security databases at all "People think that they will be freer (in Europe). They think they will earn a lot of money, they will have a house of their own, an expensive car, etc. For all these reasons people want to leave.
In Turkey you cannot have faith in the future. There (Europe) you will have security. This is the most important reason" (man, 
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